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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, SA, US 

SUBJECT: PENDING FMS LETTERS OF OFFER: STATUS REPORT ON 
CONGRESSIONAL ACTION 

1 . HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE MARCH 3 MET IN 
OPEN SESSION TO MARK UP RESOLUTIONS OFFERED BY CONGRESSMAN 
ROSENTHAL TO DISAPPROVE FMS LETTERS OF OFFER SUBMITTED 
FEB. 17 (TANKS, APC'S.DRAGON MISSILE SYSTEM, VULCAN GUNS, 
MAVERICK MISSILES, COE CONSTRUCTION). AFTER LENGTHY 
DEBATE ON PROS AND CONS OF THESE SALES, AND MORE GENERALLY 
ON U.S. POLICY TOWARD SAUDI ARABIA, COMMITTEE VOTED TO 
TABLE THE RESOLUTIONS, THUS ENDING HOUSE ACTION ON THE 
SUBJECT. BECAUSE OF VOICE VOTE IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE RECORD 
EXACT RECORD OF THOSE VOTING, BUT ABOUT 24 MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE WERE PRESENT, AND ONLY TWO (ROSENTHAL, WOLFF) 
VOTED AGAINST THE TABLING MOTION. IN ALL THE DEBATE, AND 
THE TWO HEARINGS WHICH PRECEDED IT (WITH ASST SEC ATHERTON 
AND LT.GEN. FISH AS WITNESSES) GAVE A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THOROUGH AND OPEN EXAMINATION OF OUR POLICY TOWARD 
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SAUDI ARABIA, AND PARTICULARLY OUR MILITARY RELATIONSHIP. 
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OVERWHELMING VOTE IN FAVOR OF GOING AHEAD WITH CURRENT 
SALES SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. 

2. AS OF WEEK'S END, WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT SENATE 
WILL TAKE ANY ACTION ON THE LETTERS OF OFFER. TWENTY-DAY 
REVIEW PERIOD EXPIRES MARCH 8. 

KISSINGER 
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